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Mediaflex Lines
For media organisations that ingest material from live feeds,
satellite down links and studio productions, the need for a
flexible, efficient, scalable and resilient encoding infrastructure
and operational solution is paramount to realise a return on
the investment in the content.
In many cases, ensuring the content being recorded is available
for review, editing, compliance and many other purposes

as soon as possible, and in some cases, whilst it is still being
recorded, reduces any delays in the production processes.

Solution Summary
Mediaflex Lines, which works in conjunction with TMD’s
flagship Mediaflex-UMS platform, allows organisations
to capture and encode video directly onto media storage
servers for immediate use and for preparation for future
use and archiving. Using Mediaflex Lines makes what

Mediaflex Recording Lines
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was a traditionally time-consuming task, much less labour
intensive, more efficient and more reliable. Recording events
can be scheduled at regular intervals (daily, weekly, monthly)
or created as and when required along with the ability to
trigger instant on-demand crash recordings.

Mediaflex-UMS Service creates media items when recording
starts and updates metadata when a recording finishes. As
each approaches its start time the system sets up the correct
routing for the new recording as well as priming any video
servers or encoders that are to be used.

Integration to video and audio technologies, such as video
routers and encoders, is all catered for within the solution, as
is resilience in the architecture ensuring zero downtime.

Resilience

Event Scheduling
Recording events are added into the scheduler GUI and
processed automatically by the system. Events that repeat
on a regular basis may be set for automatic recording, such
as on a daily, weekly or monthly basis and are normally
attached to a series (a news agency for instance) that has
been created in the Mediaflex system.

The Mediaflex Lines solution also provides important
resilience by enabling duplicate digital copies to be produced
and stored locally and/or in remote locations.
To ensure continuity of operation, the system can be
configured with two Mediaflex Lines control applications,

In the case of events whose start and finish times are not
fixed, a manual feature is included; this allows operators
to establish a slot on the schedule but to start and stop the
recording according to the actual timings of the event.
The scheduling GUI is used to extend events that are
recording to cater for overruns, edit events that have not
started and monitor events in progress.

Operation
The Mediaflex Lines control application reads the events
entered into the schedule from the Mediaflex database,
processes them and updates the records in the database
with the resulting metadata gathered during the recording. A

Mediaflex Lines Encoder View
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each running on a separate server. In a typical configuration
one server will control half the incoming feeds and the other
server controls the remainder. Both servers can operate
independently of each other and each can take over from the
other to control all feeds in the event of a failure.

Configuration

Automatic Routing

Mediaflex Lines is a sub system and operates in tandem with
a full Mediaflex system. In the diagram below, there are two
Mediaflex Lines servers which provide redundancy in case
of failure and as is normal in a business-critical system, there
are two Mediaflex Metaserver databases for resilience and
redundancy.

The Mediaflex Lines system will, where required, control a
router using standards-based protocols in order to connect
the incoming feed to the correct encoder port. The router
cross points are configured in Mediaflex-UMS Resources
administration using a user-friendly GUI.

The devices that are to be used may be configured by system
managers as and when required; these include Incoming
feeds, encoders, video servers and storage systems.
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TMD specialises in the development and delivery of solutions and services to the global media, broadcast and
archive industries using the Mediaflex family of products.
Mediaflex enables media organisations to manage both the physical media and digital file based content with
their associated workflows.

Maximise efficiency of your content supply chain. Contact TMD today.
United Kingdom | USA | Australia | Malaysia

www.tmd.tv
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